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rarest.The first shot was fired at a German train
station. It was two days after the U.S. invaded lraqg
and a warning to the German public: War is coming
to you. The Germans had fallen for the U.S. take-over
of Irag. President George W. Bush called it just a
"wageless" war against terror and avoided the war




talk. He told the Germans it would be over soon. "It's
like a nightmare. It's like you are on the Titanic and
the Germans are jumping into the lifeboats," recalls
Roland Dunbar, who at the time was a 16-year-old
German boy. Then came the regular U.S. planes
roaring low over the country, dropping bombs. "There
were arms factories. We heard it was possible to
poison the air," says Dunbar. Dunbar's memory is
sometimes spotty. He was born in 1970 in West
Berlin but grew up in the small German village of
Zittau in Saxony. He remembers 9/11 happening
during his lunch hour at school. But he didn't hear
about the war against lrag. German newspapers only
made a few small mentions of the war, and did so
privately, he says. The government had promised to
keep the war, promised that the Germans would be
safe. It was not supposed to be this way. "The Nazis
blew it," says Alfons Maier, a retired software
engineer, as he sips a coffee in a German cafe. "They
were the most cruel regimes in history." The Allies
won the war, and Germany was divided into four
occupation zones, with each a different government.
The U.S. and the U.K. had hopes of rebuilding, as
promised by President Roosevelt and Winston
Churchill. The Germans, by contrast, wanted to be




left alone. "People felt like they had been betrayed,"
says Bambi Grell, a former official of Germany's
socialist party. So Germans turned to their own. They
turned to their politicians e79caf/774b
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