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web site.EDMONTON - A

Western Canadian man died
after being pulled from the

Euphrates River in Syria
while on a humanitarian
mission to help Syrian

refugees. Edmonton police
say a Jordanian-born Red

Deer man was taking
pictures on May 30 when he
was pulled from the shallow
water at a river about 250

metres west of the village of
Abu Omar. “The water
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temperature was between
22-28 degrees C, which is on

the higher end of possible
survival ranges,” police

spokesman Brad Rennie said
Thursday. The man, who has

not yet been identified,
suffered serious injuries and

was taken to a hospital in
Doha, Qatar. He was then

airlifted to a medical facility
in Edmonton, where he died

Tuesday, Rennie said.
Investigators were hoping to
speak with his companions,
who were with him when he
was pulled from the water.

The group was taken to
Jordan several days ago and

flown back to Edmonton
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where they were interviewed
by police. The man’s body

was to be returned to
Edmonton in “the coming
days,” Rennie said, but an

exact date has not been set.
Police notified the victim’s
family. Rennie said he isn’t

sure if the family has any ties
to Canada. “The community
here is struggling with this

tragedy,” he said. “Our
hearts go out to the family.”

In a Facebook post on
Wednesday, authorities said
there had been six missions

to the area in the last six
weeks. The name of the
mission, which is called

Project Courage, is a
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