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Q: ASP.net mvc action cannot download file I have a little problem, I think maybe
I'm doing something wrong because I'm new in asp.net. I have a simple asp.net mvc
action and a controller with a GET method: public ActionResult Download(string id)
{ var client = new WebClient(); byte[] file = client.DownloadData(""); return new

FileStreamResult(file, "application/zip"); } After calling my action I have an error in
my browser: HTTP Error 404.0 - Not Found The requested content appears to be
script and will not be served by the static file handler. How to solve it? A: So you

should add a view for the action @model byte[] @{ ViewData["Title"] = "Download";
} Download @{ Response.AppendHeader("content-disposition",

"attachment;filename=xxxx.zip"); } File Contents @{
Response.Write(System.IO.File.ReadAllBytes("xxxx.zip")); } You shouldn't be

returning a byte array. You should return a FileContentResult object. The reason
you're getting the error is because you return a FileStreamResult object from the

action. And also your ajax call that calls the action needs to know about the
extension in the result. For example $.ajax({ url: '@Url.Action("Download",

"ControllerName")', type: 'GET', data: 'id=' + id, mimeType: 'application/zip',
success: function (result) { // do something with the file and move it to your temp

directory }, error: function (xhr, textStatus, errorThrown) {
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